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Social News
Club Night

Thursday, 14 December

"Club Night Get-together before Christmas"
There is no guest speaker but an opportunity for everyone to get together prior
to Xmas. Please bring a refreshment to share.
NOTES:
• This club night is 1 week earlier than normal.
• There is no club night for January. The next club night will be on Thursday
15 February 2001 . Bring your Christmas Trip slides and stories to share.
Club Nights
Club nights are held on the third Thursday of each month (except January). Venue is at
the Parnell Community Centre, Jubilee Building, 545 Parnell Rd, Parnell. Doors open at
7.30 pm for an 8.00 pm start. Light refreshments are available at 7.30pm. New members
are most welcome.

FRONT COVER PHOTO: Johnny Johnston cutting the 75 th Anniversary Cake assisted by Jim
Morrow & Don Tate
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75 th Anniversary Reports
President's Report

T

he 75 th Jubilee celebrations have
undoubtedly been a big success.
All events were well supported.
Many attended the afternoon tea and
the following dinner. For the
Rangitoto
trip,
a huge ATC
contingent descended on Fullers Jet
Raider.
The
many
historic
photographs on display showed many
aspects of the club's history.
However, they at the same time
displayed many aspects of Auckland's,
or New Zealand's past. For example,
many showed intact Kauri Dams in
the Waitakeres. Another showed
skiing at Scoria Flat, the forerunner to
Whakapapa Skifield.
It was very pleasing that many of our
longest serving members were present
to receive their minature boots for SO
years membership. Also, Johnny
Johnson cutting the cake was a very
special moment.
The Rangitoto summit was a
particularly appropriate venue for part
of the celebrations. Not only was it
the site for the first meeting but many
of the favourite A TC haunts are
visible from the summit, ie Hunuas,
Waitakeres, even the Coromandels.
Also, I would guess Rangitoto itself is
probably the club's most frequent day
walk.
I would like to thank the members
who put the events together so
successfully. Also thanks to the many

members both past and present who
attended.
am looking forward to the
Christmas Trip to the Hopkins Valley.
I wish all our members a happy
Christmas and New Year, and plesant
tramping
amongst
the
usual
overindulgence.

Z)O#

7ate-

President

Auckland Tramping Club
1925 - 2000
n October 18th this year the club
O was
75 years old.
This is a brief account of those
action packed years. Sf¥lce here is
too limited to go into much detail but
hopefully this will paint a picture of
our history.
Seventy five years ago Mr. Adrian
Moulton
advertised:
"Anyone
interested in the formation of a
Tramping Club write A.Tramp Esq.
Herald Office." The result was a
meeting of our founding members
the following Sunday in the crater of
Rangitoto,
where
they
enthusiastically agreed to form the
Auckland Tramping Club.
The honour of drinking the first cup
of ATC billy tea went to A.Moulton,
T.Broughton, J.Crawford, T.Fitchett,
H.Gross,
C.McAdam,
and
R.Wheeler.

A Sunday tramp has taken place almost every week since that day in 1925.
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The first trip to Tongariro National
Park was made on Labour Weekend
1926 when the party stayed at
Whakapapa Huts which were on the
site now occupied by The Chateau.
In 1928 club membership was 122
and weekend trips were a regular
feature of the programme.
It was decided that a base hut would
be a useful asset. Three club
members: Tom Wood, Eric Waters
and Geoff Gilchrist loaned the funds
to purchase 7 acres of land in the
Waitakeres where "Ngaro te Kotare"
("The Hidden Lookout") was
constructed in 1928 - 29 and still
stands today.
A memorial Totara was planted in
1980 and a plaque placed beneath it
in memory of Tom, Eric, and Geoff.
"They Secured This Site For Others
To Enjoy."

The Early 1930s saw the first trips to
the South Island and to Mt. Egmont.
The interest in climbing in addition
to tramping was growing. By 1935
Waitakere roads were becoming
more useable and the area less
remote. The Hunua area had
attracted the club's attention and in
October 1936 it was agreed to
establish a base hut in this area. A
lease was taken up and during the
summer of 1936 - 37 "Te Hapua"
("Sheltered Hollow In The Hills")
was built. The area served the club
well for tramping for many years but
in 1961 the lease was terminated and
"Te Hapua" was demolished to make
way for construction of the
Mangatawhiri Dam.
"Wanderlust" magazine made its
appearance in December 1936 and is
enjoyed by all . It was, no doubt,

greatly appreciated by our club
servicemen during World War II
when the magazine was posted to
them in many parts of the world.
During the war years the club was
kept going, mainly by the efforts of
the women who were determined
that when the men returned they
would find the club ready and
waiting to receive them.
In 1945 the decision was made to
build another hut as a memorial to
the five club members who gave
their lives in World War II. National
Park was chosen as the area and in
1947 the National Park Board
approved the site for the hut.
Construction spread over about two
and a half years with the major part
of the building being done during
Christmas and New Year 1949 - 50.
Memorial Hut was officially opened
on Easter Sunday 1950 and a plaque
dedicated to the memory of: Fred
Archer, Doug Callow, Roy Herrick,
Cyril Miller, John McMillan.
"They Loved This Land. "

The hut has been altered and added
to several times over the years, the
most notable changes being the new
bunk rooms in 1966 and the new
lounge in 1989.
Until 1949, club transport was by
train, bus, or hired trucks. Few
members owned cars. The then
President George Barr pressed for
the club to purchase its own
transport and club bus No. 1 soon
appeared on a 1949 Commer truck.
By 1955 a second vehicle was on the
road, a 1942 Chevrolet.
We have progressed through several
buses since those first two, becoming
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increasingly better equipped and
comfortable. Those early buses with
their low head room and canvas
sides must have been most
uncomfortable when compared to the
"Big Blue" that carries us around the
country today.
The year 1975 saw the club 50th
Jubilee with several events to
celebrate the occasion. Parks Peaks
and Panoramas was an unforgettable
day of fun around the parks and
volcanoes of Auckland. A group
photo was taken on top of Mt. Eden,
the day ending with over 100 people
enjoying dinner at the home of Alan
and Dot Fish.
There followed a weekend camp at
Carey Park, Henderson, the almost
sacred excursion to Rangitoto
summit, and a Bush Ball at "Ngaro
te Kotare" Hut.
Many memorable events have
occurred in the years since the 50th
Jubilee, too numerous to mention
here, but tramping, climbing, skiing
and socialising have continued.
Sadly when a club history spans 75
years there are many people who had
a long and enjoyable association
with us who have departed to
another world. Having said that,
rriany of them lived to a very ripe old
age, and happily some of advanced
age are still with us.
We were honoured to have the
attendance of Johnny Johnston at the
recent 75th celebrations.
At 100 years of age and a
membership record of nearly 70
years, Johnny is truly part of our
club history and attributes her long
life to years of: "Lots of fresh air and
exercise."
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Thank you Johnny, we should all
take note of that.

Reunion
75th
Club
Afternoon Tea - October
2000
rowds turned up for this
Cfunction
- both old and young

trampers. The years rolled
back as we met people we had
Johnny
not seen for years.
Johnston, our oldest member at
100 years old, was the guest of
honour. I can remember Johnny
as we ate our lunch in the Huia
bush, with billy tea brewed up in
those days. This was back in
1949 and Johnny made us new
members so welcome - Marge
Sykes was there too, but sadly
she has joined the happy band of
trampers beyond the sunset.
There was a wonderful display
of photos taken from very early
times up to the present. How
fetching the girls looked in the
early days when they wore
cloche hats, smart blouses and
skirts! But the men must have
suffered in their long trousers,
waist-coats and jackets. In the
1930's the first daring girls
stepped out in shorts to be
quickly followed by the rest. I
marvelled at the difference in
today's tramping gear from that
worn 75 years ago. However,
those early trampers survived
and enjoyed themselves. Today
there are several trampers who
are over 80 years, who still come
out on a regular basis.
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There were even copies of the
sketches and plays that the social
club put on at Christmas. So
many people have put so much
work into the Club in various
ways!
Some pairs of miniature boots
(made by Joyce O'Connor) were
presented to various members
qualifying for 50 years continuous
membership, one of whom made
an intriguing reference to the
Club transport, calling it "The
Love Bus". Of course, I have also
heard it called "The Auckland
Matrimonial Club" because of all
the weddings originating from
the Club. (I should know.) One
aspect of tramping is that we see
each other at our worst and we're
often grouchy too -- Jim Morrow
was Master of Ceremonies,
Johnny

Johnston and Don Tate (Club
President) cut the Anniversary
Cake, which was made by Chris
Ashton another Club member.
Don then read a poem written by
Johnny back in the 1940's in
praise of tramping in the bush.
To conclude, Jo1mny sang a song
in a good strong voice. Our
youngest member - Alana Dalley
- presented our oldest member
with a basket of flowers.
During the afternoon photos were
taken from 1925-1950 until the
present day.
Thanks go to Jim and Leone
Morrow, John Dalley, Doris
Selwyn, Elizabeth Eden, Maureen
Harris and Sue Webb for
organising a delightful afternoon
for everyone to enjoy. We didn't
look too bad either -"We always
scrub up well!".

Below:
Katie Mays, Muriel Fisher,
Johny Johnston, Sue Webb
Anne Stone

made by:
Chris Ashton
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75th Jubilee Reunion:
Rangitoto Island.
n October 18 1925, Messrs.
OGross,
Broughton, Crawford, Fitchett,
Moulton, McAdam and
Wheeler met in the crater of
Rangitoto Island. The Auckland
Tramping Club was formed and the
billy was boiled for celebratory cups
of tea.
75 years later on 15 October, 2000,
165 present day A.T.C. memb_ers
and their families (with ages ranging
from under 5 to 88 years) went to the
island to honour the founders of the
Club and celebrate a proud history of
75 years of tramping and friendship.
From the moment we climbed
aboard Fullers "Jet Raider" outside
the ferry building, the atmosphere
for the day was established. Present
friends were greeted and old
friendships renewed. It was soon
evident that the whole spectrum of
the "tramping club family" was to be
represented from veterans to young
families and current active trampers.
All shared in the anticipation of a
great day ahead.
Veteran Len Hartley remarked "I
was seated near the ferry boat exit
and noticed the crate of champagne
and wondered who would carry it to
the summit. However, that proved to
be no problem as several people
assisted with the task!"
On arrival at Rangitoto wharf we set
off for the summit at our own speed
with Jim Morrow as leader. Barbara
Fish carried the screen printed
A.T.C. flag with signatures from the
50th Anniversary. Some members
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took advantage of the 'tractor train '
to take them part way to the summit,
but they still had to walk that final
steep part which they all managed
successfully.
Christine Budd, aged 88, travelled
on the tractor train, climbed to the
summit and walked to Islington Bay.
She said afterwards that she had had
the most wonderful day and was very
proud of herself for managing the
trip ... and so she should be!
The walk to the summit was not
hurried. Most of us stopped to look
at the interpretative panels and were
impressed by the regeneration of
the
especially
plants,
native
Pohutukawa.
By mid-day we had gathered on the
summit with its extensive views of
the Hauralci Gulf and the Auckland
City skyline. We found seats on the
boardwalk and steps around the trig
and the club banner and founders '
photograph were displayed from the
railings.
Children climbed the trig and played
together while the adults reminisced
Tea was
amongst themselves.
poured from thermoses rather than
billies and our clothing was more
colourful and casual than the white
shirts, waistcoats, ties and jackets of
our forefathers. It is hard to imagine
what they would have thought of our
present day fleece jumpers and
multi-coloured polyprops. However,
I am sure that they would take pride
in knowing how strong their club is
today. The easy cameraderie that is
a feature of tramping club life shows
no real gap between the generations,
but rather a continuum of enjoyment
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of the New Zealand bush and
mountain country.
Keely Paler, aged 9, commented "I
really liked having lunch on top and
climbing the trig and being with
other
kids like Anna, Katy (de Jong) and
Carleen (McQueen)."
After lunch our President, Don Tate,
addressed the gathering. He spoke
of our connection with Rangitoto
and of future challenges facing the
club.
Glasses of "bubbly" or sparkling
grape juice were handed round to
everyone so that we could toast our
club and its founders.
Doris Selwyn remarked "It was great
to share memories of all the good
times with the club, the laughs and
that feeling of being part of an
extended family."
During the afternoon we chose
various routes back to meet our boat
at either Islington Bay or Rangitoto
Wharf. Many, including a couple of
youngsters in backpacks, made the
journey down to the crater. Joseph
Paler, aged 7, admitted "It was hard
going down into the crater because it
was slippery, but it was easy to get
up."
Exploring the lava caves proved
popular with most of the younger
ones and with some of the not so
young explorers as well! Some had
come prepared with torches. Joseph
Paler tackled the caves with
enthusiasm. "I liked going through
the caves lots of times very fast
because I had a torch." His sister,
Keely, generously tried to light the
way for others until her torch finally
gave out.

Others visited McKenzie Bay while
several strolled quietly back to
Islington Bay pleased that they had
managed the physical challenge of
the day. As Len Hartley remarked.
"It was a marvellous atmosphere, so
well organised and we all got to the
top somehow! I think we ought to
do this every five years or so as part
of the club tradition!"
Thank you Elizabeth Eden and Jim ·
Morrow for organising the day. You
may be sure it was a memorable
occasion, enjoyed by all who took
part.

Sue We&

Johnny's Song
Here's to Billy Tea
Drink it down, drink it down.
No matter what you see
Drink it down.
Where foreign bodies linger
Remove them with your finger,
Then take that Billy Tea
And drink it down, down, down.

"Johnny sang this song to us after she had
cut the cake at the 75lh Jubilee afternoon
tea. Her strong voice was heard clearly
without the aid of a microphone."

Photos Taken During the
th
75 Jubilee Celebrations
Elizabeth
Eden
will
collect
photographs from everyone happy to
donate them and put them into an
album for the club records.
Any queries phone Elizabeth Eden, 'ii'
827 4670.
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News & Views
Next Wanderlust Submission Date
This is the last magazine for the year. "Millie Pede' (the Millenium Tramping Bug)
and I would like to wish everyone a great Christmas and a happy New Year.
The close off date for the February Wanderlust is Monday, 22 th January 2001.

New Members & Veterans
This month we welcome Debbie Arnold, Peter Campbell, Joan Halliwell,
Carolyn Gibbs, John Sprag and Holly Tompkins.
Peter is rejoining having first joined the club in 1950.
Nice to see so many of you and we hope to see you all participating in the wide
range of trips.

Shelter Rock Hut Warden
I will be a volunteer hut warden based at Shelter Rock Hut, Rees Valley, in January
& February 2001. I look forward to seeing any club members and their friends.

Lt,P~
RE. PARKING AT THE CLUB GARAGE!!!
Please could all those using the carpark at the garage be careful NOT to park on
the ramp or obstruct the doors in any way. In early November the Catholic club
could not get their bus out for a Sunday trip and were understandably very
annoyed!

Memorial Hut Ruapehu
The hut is available for members use over the Christmas New Year Holidays. A
great place to escape after the hurly burly of Christmas. Plan your own trips or
make the most of the DoC programmes.
See also Memorial Hut 4 th to 8th January Activity in the General Tours Programme.
Hut Costs: Summer rates apply.
Bookings:
Val Lyon, 175 Parker Rd, Oratia,
ii' 818 5719.
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General Trip Information
1. Trip Gradings
Easy:
4-6 hours tramping - suitable for
beginners.

Medium: 6-8 hours tramping - su itable for those
with some experience.
7 hours and over - experience and a
high level of fitness necessary.
Trip Gradings are given as a guide only. Weather
and track conditions can make the trip harder.

Fit:

All potential new members are urged to begin with
the easier trip in order to assess their own level of
fitness, confidence and ability to complete the trip .
If in doubt please ring the trip leader.

2. DayTrips
Always bring:0 Day-pack with plastic liner

0 Parka
0 Torch

0 Fleece or wool jumper
0 Spare Batteries

0 Lunch
0 Water, at least 1 litre
0 Sunscreen
0 Sunhat, warm hat
0 Change of clothing and shoes
(can be left in the bus or car)
Wear boots or stout shoes, shorts (not jeans),
polyprop, shirt (layers according to weather).
No need to book. See section 1 on Trip Gradings.
For further information ring the trips officer or
leader of the trip .

3. Mid Week Trips
For further information contact: Maureen Harris, W
8171818.

4. Weekend Trips
(except to Memorial Hut)
Bring your own food and cooking gear, topo map
and compass. On all winte r weekends and when
specified, bring full storm gear e.g. parka,
overtrou, warm mittens, overmitts, warm hat and
longjohns. If you don't have a tent, advise the
leader and he/she may be able to arrange for you
to share.

Helen and Graeme Robertson, 4 Tauhara St,
Green Bay, W 827 2829, by sending total fare,
name, address, phone number and party option
(cheques made out to ATC).
Bookings close on the Wednesday before
departure. Bookings for long weekend trips close
on the Friday one week before departure.
5. Memorial Hut Weekend Trips
Fees cover accommodation and food.
Bookings open four weeks before trip departure.
Booking confirmations available from four weeks
(members) and two weeks (non-members) before
departure.

Book with Val Lyon, 175 Parker Rd , Oralia,
W 818 5719 (only between 7 pm and 9 pm) .
Memorial Hut Payphone W (07) 892 3800
(accepts coins only and transfer charges or collect
calls cannot be made)

6. Christmas & Special Trips
Bookings to leader or as published. For Christmas
trips a deposit of $50 is required to reserve a
place, with full payment due 30 days before
departure (confirmation date).
7. Waitakere Hut (Ngaro •Te• Kotare)
Private and group bookings to Murray Firth,
48 Carter Rd Oralia, 'ii 818 6434.

8. Cancellations
For Club
bus

weekend trips and hut
accommodation, notify the Booking Officer no later
than 48 hours before trip departure. A full refund
will automatically follow. Applications for refunds
for later cancellations must be made in writing to
the committee within 7 days.

Christmas trips are fully

refundable up to
confirmation date, after which application must be
made in writing to the committee.

A waterproof parka with a hood is essential for

Generally, refunds of not more than 50% will be
given where unexpected circumstances cause
withdrawal from a trip.

all trips.

9. Trips Returning Late

Bookings for Weekend Trips

Tell parents or friends to ring the Search &
Rescue Officers for information:-

See section 1 on Trip Gradings. Having read the
trip descriptions in the tours programme, ring the
leader of your preferred party before booking as
party numbers are restricted, then book in with

Ross Thompson,

1l 636 4224 or

Stephen Fowler,

1l 534 8697 or

(025) 720 463
(025) 338 912
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CONGRATULATIONS !!!!
Congratulations are extended to the following loyal club members who have had
fifty years continuous registration with the Auckland Tramping Club.
The recipients of the special miniature leather boots were:
Alan Fish, Keith Williamson, Ian Sanders, Tom Carden, Barbara Carden, Tom
Gresham, Hilda Webb, Norah Peachman, Raymond Cooney, Spider Latter,
Wilfred Rowe, Colin Laing, Colin Wood.
Scribe - ~ ~cVVU4,

-

Tours - Looking Ahead

Six Monthly Tours Programme Plan
In February there will be a Tours Sub-committee meeting to plan another six
month programme. Any suggestions welcome (with no obligation to lead). Phone
Liz Ware or Malcolm Fisher with your ideas.
Christmas Trip - Stage 1, Hopkins Valley
This is now full, but there may be cancellations - so phone me if you want to go at
the last minute.
Would all those going PLEASE send all remaining money to me as soon as
possible so I can stop worrying about it and enjoy my Christmas! Thanks.
A reminder: Bus leaves garage at 6pm on Christmas Day.
If flying you need to be in Christchurch by 2pm on Dec 26 th .
Bus returns to Christchurch & Blenheim on January 14th . Full bus fare, round trip
$200
Christchurch back to Christchurch, $88 (deduct deposits)
This includes ferry fares, a contribution to the bus ferry fare, & mountain radios
charge
Cheques should be made out to Auckland Tramping Club Inc and sent to:Liz Ware, 62, Kelvin Rd, Remuera, Auckland 5, ~ 524 7409.

4th January to Monday 8th January 2001 - Memorial Hut
See General Tours Program

15th Jan to 5th Feb 2001 - Interim Trip: Kahurangi National Park
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Refer to November Wanderlust for details

Veterans New Years Day
See General Tours P rogram

5th to 22 nd February 2000 - Veterans Safari
Participants should have received communication from J ohn Simp son by now and
have returned the tear off slip. Please refer to your advisary letter fo r
accommodation, transport and tramps.
Any further inquiries to John & A nn Simpson, 21 Tania Place, Blockhouse Bay, if
626 6504.

23-25 February Weekend Trip
Club bus trip to Kauaeranga - H:ikai - Kapowai. A rugged trip through intriguing
landscape. An easier option will be arranged.

Veterans Easter 13 April - 16 April staying at Rotorua Thermal
Holiday Park
More details in the New Year.

~ General Tours Program
Please refer to the General Trip Information section (inside front cover) for the
explanation of: trip gradings, what to bring, booking procedure, cancellations and for trips
returning late
Note for weekend trips , you must: 1) contact the trip leader, 2) write down your phone
number (or next of kin or friend if there is no one at home to answer while you are away)
and 3) write down which trip you are on before sending in your checque to the Booking
Officer.
Also all overnight parties are to carry full storm gear and tents . Torches (with fresh
batteries) should be carried by everyone on all trips. This includes day trips and applies all
year round , particularly during winter.
Trips marked as Veterans are organised as Veterans but are open to anyone who would
like to go.
Family Tours are given in the Family Tours Section.

W enderholm - Mahurangi Bird
Watching & Botany

Saturday
2
December

Mike and Sharen take you up to these well liked regional
parks to get a little exercise and learn about the birds
and plants. A little history wil be thrown in as well. Bring your swim wear.
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Grade:
Leaders:
Transport:
Destination:
Departure:
Trip Costs:
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Easy
Mike and Sharen Graham, it 817 5537.
Club bus
Wenderholm Regional Park
8.30am Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Rd.
8.45am Carpark on Crown Lynn Rd, New Lynn (opp.
movie complex)
$8 Member, $10 Non-member, $6 under 18 years

North Piha & Cannibal Creek

Sunday
3
December

Short: Marawhara Walk, White track to Anawhata Rd,
along road to Anawhata Beach track. Follow route via
Fishermans Rock down to Whites Beach. Then follow
track over hill down to Piha and back to bus. Last part
may change, according to tide. Leader: Brian Alexander, it 622 2138
Long: Marawhara, White, short road bash to Kuataika Track (optional - can hop
up to trig) then off down Cannibal Creek all way to coast at Pareoha Bay. Climb
over hill & drop down through the flax to Parera Bay & Anawhata Beach. Up road
and back to' bus via White track or Rose & Laird Thomson. Good level of fitness
required. Leaders: Jose & Darrell Couchman, it 416 6550
Transport: Club bus
Destination: North Piha Surf Club carpark
Departure: 8.30am Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Rd.
8.45am Carpark on Crown Lynn Rd, New Lynn (opp. movie
complex)
Fare:
$6 members, $8 non-members

Kauaeranga - Thames and
Rangihau Map T12

Weekend
8-10
December

Medium: From Kauaeranga Road take \Vainora Track
which climbs the western slopes of Table Mountain past
several large Kauris. Drop packs and do a side trip to the top of Table Mountain.
Return to packs, and head west on track to Crosbies Clearing to camp. On Sunday
take ridge track south which will drop you into Karaka Valley where old mine
shafts abound. Meet up with fit party in Thames. Leader: Harory Brewer, if 8183547.
Fit: From Kauaeranga Road take track to Moss Creek campsite then drop into
stream which feeds the Rangihau River. A lovely array of waterfalls, cascades
boulders and gorges awaits you. Camp below the fascinating fan. On Sunday sidle
the gorge, take the pack track to the upper Kauaeranga and finish the day enjoying
the grandeur of the Kauaeranga Gorge. Club flys may be used for this trip.
Limited to 8 people. Leader: Ian &berts, it 624-3707
Transport: Club
Bu
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Above: L to R.
President:
Don Tate,
Past Presidents: Alan Petersen, Ian Roberts, Jim Morrow, Murray Firth,
Allen Small, Ivan James, Ian Sanders
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Rangitoto Road 2000
L to R: Barbara Fish, Jim Morrow, Leone Morrow, Derry Blacklock
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Family Group starting for Rangitoto Summit

Members retracing the Founders tracks into the Crater of Rangitoto
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Left:
Club Group
On
Rangitoto
Sunmmit

Left: Vets at Rangitoto Summit
L to R: Merl Johnson, Elaine Hill,
Lisa Malcolm, Joyce Osborne (80+)

Right:
Second from left
Don Tate President
remembers the founders
on Rangitoto Summit
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Left:
LtoR
Liz Ware
Shirley Jones
Gilda Parr
Kayleen Parr
Dennis McCord
at afternoon tea

Maureen & Les Harris
At dinner

Right:
Leone & Jim Morrow,
Sue Ertenstrom
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fascinating fan. On Sunday sidle the gorge, take the pack track to the upper
Kauaeranga and finish the day enjoying the grandeur of the Kauaeranga Gorge.
Club flys may be used for this trip. Limited to 8 people. Leader: Ian Roberts, 'il
624-3707
Transport: Club Bus
Destination: End ofKauaeranga Road
Departure: 7.15pm Club Garage, 31 Sandringham oad, Kingsland, next to
Mobil Service Station
Trip Cost:
$18 Member, $23 Non-Member, $12 under 18 years

Whatipu: Donald McLean - Trip
Option 1

Sunday

10
December

Short: Donald McLean, Puriri Ridge, Omanawanui
(Kura if weather bad), Whatipu, then Gibbons, Walker
Ridge, Orange Peel Corner, Karamatura Forks, Donald MacLean and up the hill
for the view if you've any energy left! Leader: Diane Dowle, ir 579 3727
Long: Donald McLean, Puriri Ridge, Kura, Whatipu, Gibbons, Muir and
Pararaha Valley Track, Buck Taylor, Odlin Timber, Orange Peel Corner,
Karamatura Forks, Donald McLean back to cars. Leader: Liz Ware, 'il 524
7409.
Transport: Private cars
Destination: Donald McLean carpark on Whatipu Road
Departure: 8.30am Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Rd.
8.45am Carpark on Crown Lynn Rd, New Lynn (opp. movie
complex)
Fare:
$5 donation to driver.

Veterans: Takapuna / Browns Bay - Trip Option 2
Meet 10.00am. Park in either Hauraki or Clifton Roads, Takapuna.
Walk includes beach, easy rocks, walkways. Can be shortened at any point.
Bring money and ARC Sen. Cits I.D. card for bus back to Takapuna. Full Tide
7.07am.
Leaders:
Les & Maureen Hams, ir 817 1818

Huia

Wednesday
13
December

Exhibition Drive, Mackies Rest, Slip, Pipeline, Hamilton
Summit, Nihotupu Ridge, Parau Tracks to waiting bus
at Huia Road.
Transport: Club bus
Departure: 9.00am 31 Sandringham Road, Kingsland, next to Mobil Station

22 - 7Sh Anniversary Magazine Issue

Driver:
Leader:
Trip Cost:

9.15am Carpark on Crown Lynn Place, New Lynn,
Opposite the New Lynn Movie Complex.
Brian &untree, ii 537 2512
Wes Nicholson
$6 Member, $8 Non-Member.

Sunday

Hunuas- Waharau &
Tapapakanga Stream

17
December

Short: Waharau Ridge loop up to Adams Lookout.
Return to complete the loop track. 1bis is a fairly long,
steep climb, so take your time, then enjoy the views! Leader: Barry McAus/in, ir
571 2423.
Long: (wet) Waharau Ridge track up to Adams Lookout, then it's off down the
Tapapakanga track and follow the stream down, across farmland, out to the main
road and wait for the bus. Leader: Liz Ware, ii 524 7409.
Transport: Club bus
Destination: Waharau carpark, Hunuas
Departure: 8.15am Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Rd.
8.30am Marewa Rd, behind Foodtown Greenlane
Fare:
$8 members, $10 non-members
NOTE: Earlier start & later finish

Memorial Hut Ruapehu

Christmas I
New Year

The hut is available for members use over the Christmas
New Year Holidays. A great place to escape after the
hurly burly of Christmas. Plan your own trips or make
the most of the DoC programmes.
See also Memorial Hut 4th to 8th January Activity.
Hut Costs: Summer rates apply.
Bookings:
Va/Lyon, 175 Parker Rd, Oratia, if 818 5719.

Veterans: New Years Day Get
together - Cornwallis Beach

Monday
1 st
January 2001

After the success of last years B.B.Q., we will do the
same agatn.
Sausages, onions, sauces & bread rolls supplied. You need to bring a salad to
share, liquid refreshments, plates and cutlery.
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Meet: 11.00am Cornwallis Beach, wharf end, on the right hand side on grassy
cliff.
Please phone Anne Simpson, ~ 626 6504 by Thursday 28th December, to
give an indication of numbers coming.

Memorial Hut Week

Thurs to Mon

4-8

An opportunity to work off your holiday excesses
January
and/ or prepare yourself for the Stage II or Veterans
Safari in the South Island.
You can link in with the D.O.C. Summer Programme (which must be booked in
advance) or walk some of the many tracks in the area.
Inquiries to John Norris, ~ 412 7500, then book in the usual way with Memorial
Hut Booking Officer, ~ 818 5719.

Waitakere Stream - Trip Option 1

Sunday
14
January

Only one trip today - an easy & fun stream bash with
Trish! It's a bit more exciting than the usual Sunday trip
- you have to negotiate a ladder. Waitakere Dam access
road, Tramline to old shelter on left, then descend to
Waitakere Stream and follow it down to Anderson. Then Cascade, Upper Kauri,
Long Road, Fenceline to the dam and back up the road to the cars. Leader:
Trish Hil!Jard, ~ 827 8275
Transport: Private cars
Destination: Waitakere Dam carpark, Scenic Drive
Departure: PLEASE NOTE: No meeting at Sandringham Rd. today
8.45am Carpark on Crown Lynn Rd, New Lynn (opp. movie
complex)
Fare:
$5 donation

Veterans: Karamatura - Trip Option 2
Meet: 10.00 am Parking area Karamatura track entrance.
Tramp Karamatura, Bob Gordon, Mt Donald McLean and return to cars via
Fletcher Track. Shorter options possible.
Leader:
Bruce Brakenn"dge, ~ 520 5273

Lake Wainamu - Bethells
Lake Wainamu track, Houghton, Wainamu Bush, Long
Road, Smythe Ridge, Houghton, around lake clockwise
and over sand dunes to carpark. Note: only one trip,

Sunday
21
January
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but easy to lengthen if a group wants to. Leaders: Mike & Sharen Graham, '2
817 5537.
Transport: Private cars
Destination: Bethells - carpark at start of Lake Wainamu track
Departure: PLEASE NOTE - No meeting at Sandringham Rd. today.
8.45am Carpark on Crown Lynn Rd, New Lynn (opp. movie
complex)
Fare:
$6 donation

Auckland Anniversary Weekend

Anniv Wknd
26-29

Option 1- Northland with Catholic Tramping Club
January
Our bus is in the South Island, and the Catholic
Tramping Club has kindly invited us to join them in
their bus for the long weekend. Details haven't been finalised. The CTC plan to go
to Cape Brett but camping arrangement with DoC are still to be confirmed. If
Cape Brett trip can't go ahead, the alternative will be Kai Iwi Lakes near Waipoua
Kauri Forest. Grade: Easy - Medium. Leader: CTC will appoint the leader.
Bookings: Bookings close on Monday 22 January. Phone CTC booking officer
Dianna Parris, '2 378-7735, then send a cheque to her at: 14 Winsomere Crescent,
Westmere 1002. Cheques payable to: Catholic Tramping Club.
Departure: 7.00pm - Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Road, Kingsland, next to
Mobil Service Station. Meet at 6.30pm. Eat beforehand as there probably won't
be a food stop on the journey.
Catering: Unlike ATC trips, CTC trips are fully catered, and the only food you
need to bring is scroggin (and a water bottle.) All meals except dinner on the way
home will be provided. Expect to carry your share of the party food, camping and
cooking gear.
Cost: Transport and food costs are yet to be determined.
ATC Contact: Malcolm Fisher, '2 483-9421
Option 2 - Ruahine Range
The Ruahines form part of the backbone of the North Island. It's a land of
steeply sided ridges and pea.ks which sport a variety of alpine plants and there are
great views all around. Below the leatherwood belt the ranges are clad in beech cedar forests with deep shingle-choked catchments.
Medium/Fit: A crossover trip from Kawhatau Base in the west to Kashmir
Road in the east via Hikurangi, Waterfall Hut, the exhilerating and exposed
Sawtooth Ridgeand Howletts Hut (and vice versa.)
Leader:
Martin Woodhead, '2 575-1329
Transport: Rental vans will be arranged. Cost $60-$70.
Bookings:
Book with leader
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North Piha - Marawhara Stream
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Sunday
28
January

Short: (dry) Cut through to Garden Road, then Nik.au
Grove Walk, Maungaroa Ridge to McKenzie junction,
Forbes, Centennial, Winstone, Connect past top of
waterfall, Kitekite, Glen Esk Road, Maungaroa Lookout
track, Nik.au Grove & back to cars. Can be shortened by taking Home Track but
you miss the waterfall! Leader: Colin Wright, if 620 6713
Long: (wet) Cut through to Garden Road, Nik.au Grove Walk, Maungaroa Ridge,
Pole Line, Anawhata road to Hettig track. Then drop into stream and follow it all
the way back to the cars. Leader: Craig Starr, ~ 810 9124
Transport: Private cars
Destination: North Piha Road, carpark at start ofMarawhara Walk
Departure: 8.30am Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Rd.
8.45am Carpark on Crown Lynn Rd, New Lynn (opp. movie
complex)
Fare:
$5 donation

VETERANS SAFARI

2 ½ weeks
5-22
February

Participants should have received communication from
John Simpson by now and have returned the tear off slip.
Please refer to your advisary letter for accommodation,
transport and tramps.
Any further inquiries to John & Ann Simpson, 21 Tania Place, Blockhouse Bay.
~ 626 6504.

Note: There are No Wednesday tramps in January.
The first tramp for 2001 will be 28 February.
Cascade Kauri - Falls Road

Sunday
4
February

Short: (Dry) Whatitiri, Long Road, Lower Kauri,
Upper Kauri, Long Road, Fenceline, Cascade, Auckland
City Walk back to carpark. Leader: Peter Bassett, ir
521 6967.
Long: (Wet) Auckland City Walk to Cascade Stream, up to waterfall, then bush
bash to top of ridge and follow stream all the way up to Mt Simla. Return via
Fenceline, Cascade and Auckland City Walk. Leader: Liz Ware, Ir 524 7409.
Transport: Private cars
Destination: Cascade Kauri carpark on Falls Road (offBethells Rd)
Departure: 8.30am Club Garage, 31 Sandringham Rd.
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Fare:

8.45am Carpark on Crown Lynn Rd, New Lynn (opp. movie
complex)
$5 donation

Black Water Rafting &
Marakopa

Weekend
9-11
February

We start the weekend with a bit of a splash! A three
hour adventure at Waitomo combining caving and cave
tubing. Wetsuit and caving equipment provided by the Black Water Rafting
company. You must be over 12 years of age and at least 40kg. ·
Assemble for a 9am start at the Black Water Cafe. Cost $65 or $59 for 12 or more.
A free afternoon to look at the museum and tramp some local tracks , or go
through the commercial caves. Sunday drive to Kiritehere Beach south of
Marakopa then tramp round the rocky shore to Kaitangata Point. Climb
Pehimatea a prominent volanic plug. Return via an inland track. Trip may be
done vice-versa according to tide.
Easy-Medium
Grade:
Malcolm Fisher, it 483 9421
Leader:
Accommodation: Akld Speleo Group's Awatiro Hut, Te Anga Road just past
Hauturu Road cost $6 per night
Private cars ( hired van can be arranged if required which will
Transport:
cost about $35 per person) .
Friday night or early Saturday morning
Departure:
To be done through the leader
Bookings:

Tiri Tiri Matangi Island

Weekend
17-18
February

This is a traditional club working bee on this Hauraki
Gulf open reserve island. We work for DoC on the
Saturday afternoon and have Sunday free to explore
along the many tracks with opportunities to see New
Zealand birdlife (Kokako, Stitchbirds, Saddlebacks, and many more) or spend
time swimming/ snorkelling. Accommodation is in a bunkhouse with all modcons. Space is limited to 14 people so book early. Leader Pen,ry & Mum:ry Firth,
it 818-6434.
Departure: 8.30am - Gulf Harbour Marina on the Whangaparaoa Penninsular.
Return mid afternoon Sunday.
Trip Cost: $50, covers ferry and accommodation. Please make cheques payable
to Penny Firth and send to her with your bookings.
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Driver:
Leader:
Trip Cost:
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9.15am Carpark on Crown Lynn Place, New Lynn
Opposite the New Lynn Movie Complex
John Norris, 'ir 412 7500

JohnNoms
$6 Member, $8 Non-Member.

Family Group Tours Pro ram
Convened by Allen Small, 1r 846 4794

Opoutere Park Beach Resort

Anniv Wknd
27-29

A chance to spend a weekend at Opoutere , one of the
January
more peaceful parts of the Coromandel , with a tranquil
harbour and beautiful long surf beach. Opoutere is
situated south of Pauanui and north of Whangamata.
The camp ground has all the normal facilities.
A number of sites have been booked but camp fees will be payable to the camp on
the weekend at - adult $10.50, child $5.50 per night.
Enquires to camp mother - Stephen Fowler, 1r 534 8697.

Tawharanui Regional Park

Weekend &
Sunday Trip
10-11
February

Come along Friday night or Saturday for a camping
weekend ( camp ground has basic facilities ie water and
toilets ) or turn up on Sunday for a tramp around the
park or a day on one of the beautiful beaches.
Families that will be camping are to be responsible for making their own bookings
and payment for camping with the ARC - phone Parkline, 1r 303 1530.
It is essential to make a booking so make up your minds early and book.

Looking ahead:
13 - 16 April

Easter 2001 - Whirinaki Forest Park

~-~

Trip Reports

th
Whangamata Trip, 11-18 November
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Whangamata Trip, 11-18 th November
pproximately 40 people came and left the well-positioned Whangamata
Camp over the week. During the week Wes Nicolson, who has a
A Motor
direct line to the weather director, and John Norris arranged a variety of
suitable tramps. This was not an easy job with the range of trampers and walkers
that all enjoy these November weeks.

Sunday 12th
In fine weather, a trip was undertaken across several watersheds north of
Tairua, including the Lynch Stream, which was followed to the sea. The rocky
shore was followed to the Sailor's Grave, and would have been still followed to
Tairua if tide had allowed. So the bus was taken to the beach where some
followed the surf beach, and some went back to check the tide. As it happened,
it probably would have been all right.

Tairua Coast - Sketched by Chris Ashton
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The first survey of the local ice-cream shops was undertaken.
Monday 13 th
Past W aihi, the W aitekauri road was followed to a dairy farm and the old
Paeroa road was tramped through beautiful bush, eventually finding the old
Maori Stamping Battery. Remains of a water-wheel and cyanide tank were
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Parakiwai Falls - Sketched by Chris Ashton
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found before lunch at an old farm site, marked by strawberry and holly trees.
The Mangakara stream was followed to Farrelly Rd and the ice-cream survey
continued.
Tuesday 14 th
The interesting Wentworth Valley was explored on Tuesday. The river was
followed, until the 50m Falls about one and a half hours along. Our

Not1h Waihi Coastline - Sketched by Chris Ashton

7Sh Anniversary Magazine Issue -

31

guide Lucian from the Whangamata Tramping Club lead a group of six on a
bush bash through thick supplejack up to a ridge towards Mt. Ngapuketurua,
693m.A vague track was marked along the ridge to the high point but a rocky
chasm separated the party from the lower point with the trig. The Wentworth
has a bike track and part of the tramp followed the old "Wires" track, the
remains of the 1870' s Auckland-Wellington telegraph line.

Wednesday 15 th
It was the turn of the Parakiwai Valley, roughly parallel to the Wentworth on
this day. The track follows the horse tramway originally to the Golden
Sovereign mine. Much money was spent on this area, but no returns were made
from gold. The returns are now in beautiful bush and · river and interesting
andesite pentagonal rock formations on the true left of the river near the carpark. The water temperature was tested by immersion by a few unlucky people
but the two spectacular waterfalls hopefully made up for it.
A sight-seeing trip was made to_the Peninsular to the north of Whangamata.
Thursday 16 th
This was a sea-cliff walk along the beautiful North Waihi coastline to
Homunga Bay. The cliffs, sea colour, attractive rock formations and odd hairlike grass waving in the wind made the ice-creams a celebration. The weather
was, as always, surperb.
Friday 17th
The last full day's tramp was a well-planned climb up Mt. Karangahake. One
group left from Dickey's Flat, followed the Waitawheta River, crossed and
climbed to meet the junction of the Mangakino Pack Track and then the Dubbo
96 Track on level 7 (mine levels) The walk was flat along the Southern flanks
using an 1880's link between Te Aroha and the Kaimais/Mamakus. The shorter
route went from the Karangahake Hall area but our intrepid elder members were
the first to reach the summit. The view is spectacular, and a short walk to a
neighbouring peak looks down on the gorge road.
th
The trip home on Saturday 18 was via Opotere Beach well viewed from the
W arekawa Pa site, and the hard-pressed nesting dotterals were wished well on
the sandspit.
As usual the November Trip was hugely enjoyed, and made possible by our
leaders and much appreciated drivers Neil and Dougal.

Left: L to R.
Mark Lewis, Christine Frayling,
Bill Frayling, John Dalley,
Elizabeth Eden

Right: L to R.
Erik Petersen, Mike Heilbron,
Wendy Petersen, Heather
Heilbon. Murray Firth, Penny
Firth, Ian Roberts, Anna
Roberts At Dinner

Right: Allen Small & Debbie Payne
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